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The Language of Poetry

Each time you read a poem, you can get something different from it.  You should not feel that you must get the poem’s full meaning and impact from one reading.   The poet’s language is usually different from the language you use every day.  More importantly, the poet’s experience is different from yours.  Expect to read a poem more than once.

After a first reading, think about your reactions to the poem, whatever they may be.  Don’t try to think about how you should react.  Just honestly think about how you have reacted.  On a second reading, try to see what caused that reaction.  Look for the thought of the poem.  Notice the punctuation and use it as a guide to find the sentences in the poem.  It is often helpful to write a paraphrase of the poem. –a summary of what you think the poem says.  

Your first reading should be quick.  Do not stop to look up words or to figure out difficult parts. It might take you two or three quick readings to get the general sense of the poem.  Then make a couple of slower readings to figure out the thought. Several quick readings are better than one or two slow ones; and you should try reading the poem aloud, either in class or quietly to yourself, at least once.  

When you read a poem, you must make the meaning.  Don’t wait for the meaning to jump off the page into your head.  There must be an active interaction between the words on the page and the meanings and understandings in your head.   As you read, relate the ideas in the poem to your own experiences.  That is what interpreting a poems means.  Interpretation is the interaction of the reader and the poem.  

What are Poems About? 


Poems can be about anything in the human mind.  We experience events; we meet people; we go places; we feel emotions; we have thoughts – any of these can be subject matter for a poem. 


Poems have long been a way for people to express subject matter through the use of various uses of language.  Consequently, each poem makes a statement (theme) about something (topic), while creating a distinct impact through its structure.  The sense of the poem is one kind of meaning; so are feeling, tone, and intention.  These various kinds of meanings become clear as you sense structure and the unity of the poem. 


Poems deal with a full range of human experiences. Often, a simple experience represents or suggests something much larger.   Poets are always alert and open to their experiences, finding meanings that are overlooked.  


Simple actions or objects can have significant meanings.   Think of what a hug means when you are lonely or depressed.  Do you have souvenirs from places you have visited?  Why did you bring back these things?  Do you have keepsakes such as toys or articles of clothing that you have kept since your childhood?  Why have you kept these things?  Are there certain sounds, scents, or kinds of days that remind you of certain people, places, or times in your life?


All these simple things can become the inspiration or starting point for a poem.  They can become the symbols around which to focus a powerful experience.  

Internet Search For Canadian Poets





Due Date:  _____________________________
Work Period: __________________________
A) In this activity, you are read three different Canadian poets.  Identify your three poets and at least two poems from each poet that you have read.  Print the poems for your project booklet.    

B) Quickly read the poetry and write a brief reflection on your reaction to the poems.  Be honest.  If you require a second reading, do so and then reflect on your reaction to the poem.  

C)  After you have completed A and B – identify the one poet that you prefer.  Paraphrase one poem and reflect on the theme, sense, feeling, tone, and structure.    

D)  Using the style, form, and techniques in the poem, create a new poem on a topic of your choice.  

E)  Finally, prepare a brief biography on the poet to present to the class. 

Possible Websites for the Canadian Poet Search. 

http://www.library.utoronto.ca/canpoetry/index_poet.htm#a
http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/canvers/ehome.htm
http://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/%7Epjohnson/mock.html
http://www.leonardcohenfiles.com/
http://www.emory.edu/ENGLISH/LostPoets/
http://www.mirror.org/cpa/
http://www.arts.uwo.ca/canpoetry/
http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/bin/litcrit.out.pl?pd=Canadian:+20th+Century
http://www.poets.ca/
Evaluation Rubric for Poetry Booklet 
Name:__________________
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