Poetry Jeopardy 

Topics  5 questions per category

Topics:

A)  From the horse’s mouth : lines from poems (name the device)

B)  Webster says : definitions 

C) Structure is the key 

Post the topics on the board followed by (100, 200, 300, 400, 500) Bonus is used at the end as a final jeopardy.  
The class is divided into to teams – the contestants come to the center of the room where they meet face to face (desk with a bell)
Students flip a coin to begin
Team A’s contestant with select the first topic and then the value of the question – they must cross off the value on the board. 
The question is asked and the contestants BUZZ to respond. 

The winner of the buzz can answer the question (alone – not with the assistance of their team).  If they are successful, they abdicate their spot and someone from their team comes to play the next round.  If they are unsuccessful, then the second team gets a chance to respond. Similar to t.v. jeopardy. 
I have played with three and four teams – but you need bells for each team. 
From the Horses Mouth:

100 level :     “I am a rock, I am an island”



metaphor

200 level:   
“The moon is like a sun.



Simile
The sun is like a moon.
The sun is like a star.
The star is like a moon.
The star is like a planet.
The planet is like you.
sweet as you can be 
After you eat a lovely sweet!”

300 Level:  April Rain Song





Personification

By Langston Hughes 

Let the rain kiss you. 
Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops. 
Let the rain sing you a lullaby. 

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk 
The rain makes running pools in the gutter. 
The rain plays a little sleep-song on our roof at night. 

And I love the rain.

400 Level:  Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper.

Alliteration

500 Level: 
How it dwells





On the Future! how it tells



Repetition
Of the rapture that impels
To the swinging and the ringing
Of the bells, bells, bells,
Of the bells, bells, bells, bells,
Bells, bells, bells--
To the rhyming and the chiming of the bells!

from The Bells
Edgar Allan Poe

Webster says:

100 Level:  
alliteration


the deliberate repetition of consonant sounds


200 Level: 
metaphor


a comparison not using as or like when one thing is said to be another


300 Level:  
onomatopoeia




"sound echoing sense"; use of words resembling the sounds they mean

400 Level:  
rhythm





internal 'feel' of beat and meter perceived when poetry is read aloud

500 Level:
rhyme





repetition of same sounds

Bonus:   
diction



poet's distinctive choices in vocabulary

Structure is the Key:

Level 100:   








Ballad

A highly structured poem that has a distinct 

rhyming scheme and a clear narrative voice

Level 200:  
A poem that compares one thing to another.  

Diamond 

It is structured and takes a geometric form.  

Level 300:    
This poem has no structure. Nor does it have 

Descriptive/
a rhyming scheme. In fact there is very little 


free verse
to identify it as a poem, other than the imagery
Level 400:      This poem actually looks like the topic of the poem.  
Concrete

Level 500:
Using sensory details, this poem uses



Contrast

two opposite settings to create an image

Bonus:   
This poem has a  highly structured sense of timing. 

Haiku



Traditionally using a nature theme, this poem shared 



human emotions and feelings.  

